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work the birds northeastern Labrador, 
have been much interested the problem assigning the 
Black Guillemot found there its proper 1927 
Mr. James Peters attention apparent 
intergradation between Cepphus Maine, 
Nova Seotia, and the Gulf St. Lawrenee, and Cepphus 
Ellesmere and northern Greenland. 
Until very recently the two forms have been considered 
most writers different from each other, even 
though difficult assign the bird northern Labrador 
and southern Greenland definitely one. 
ornithologist Mandt’s Guillemot subspecies 
the Black Guillemot was Bernard Hantzseh his 
admits that there isan area filled with intermediate birds 
between their respective ranges, and gives excellent de- 
lineation the subspecifie characters that define the extremes, 
but through lack adequate breeding material, attributes 
the birds northeastern Labrador, Cepphus 
Kennard have examined series 112 Guillemots, 
find, fall naturally into three distinet races 
rather than two. 

For the hitherto unrecognized intergrade race 
the earliest available name from svnonymy, which 
Brehm Vog., 1824, 923.) Brehm 
described what was evidently either immature bird 
Zoologica, Vol. 25, May, 1918, pp. 4-63) 
the type this species not the Tring Museum with the 
rest Brehm’s types, but the bird undoubtedly 


ISee Journal fiir Ornithologie, Vol. 65, No. 3, July, 1908, pp. 311-314; also translation into 
English, Canadian Field Naturalist, Vol. XLII, April, 1928, pp. 89-90. 
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from the Danish settlements southern Greenland, 

which are all well within the range the intergrade. 

All Guillemots the genus Cepphus undergo considerable 
change plumage between the juvenal and the adult nuptial 
dress (the latter not being attained completely until the 
second summer), and not little change between adult sum- 
mer and winter plumages all except exceedingly 
Banding-records show that, once having selected nesting- 
site, individual Black Guillemots tend return the same 
one vear after that while there usually irregular 
annual southward winter, far know, the 
breeding-ranges the various races remain fairly constant. 
For these reasons, utmost importance use nothing 
but breeding birds for comparison defining the races. 

The characters which the races may best divided are 
the markings the first primaries and the greater 
coverts. also slight difference the size and shape 
the bill and the length the body, the wings, and the tail, 
but this difficult see except large series birds from 
the extreme limits their Guillemot from 
Ellesmere Island, for instance, shows slightly thinner and 
deeper bill, and longer wing, tail, and over-all measurements 
than does the Black Guillemot from Maine and the Gulf 
St. Lawrence, but even here encounter some overlapping 
measurements both [species] are not used 
maries and greater secondary coverts will serve illustrate 
the following: 

secondary coverts completely white: the base the inner web 
the outermost primary seen from below white the rhachis beyond 
the overlying under coverts: (Plate Fig. a.) 

Cepphus grylle 

A,—Greater secondary coverts not completely white; the base the 
inner web the outermost primary seen from below not white the 
rhachis beyond the overlying under coverts: 

primary seen from below sometimes containing 
white, but usually with white patch the base the inner 
web which never extends more than beyond the ends 
the under coverts, and which seldom reaches the inner edge 
the feather beyond the under coverts, being margined there 
more less narrowly with dusky: (Plate Figs. and 

Cepphus grylle grylle 


sased entirely on breeding adult birds. 
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primaries seen from below. Position under 


coverts shown dotted lines. 


Borrom Row—Greater secondary coverts seen from above. 


a. 


(Drawings reduced natural size.) 
No. 100772, Adult female, Ellesmere Island, Cape Sabine, 
May 29, 1901. 
No. 48361, Adult unsexed, Greenland, Umanak, August, 
1896. 
M.C.Z. No. 233441, Adult female, Newfoundland Labrador, 
Hopedale, July 10, 1925. 


No. 104434, Adult male, Labrador, L’Anse 


Loup, June 30, 1899. 
M.C.Z. No. 230747, Adult female, Maine, Penobscot Bay, July 


1896. 
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primary seen from below always with the white 
patch the base the inner web extending more than 15mm. 
beyond the under coverts, and usually reaching the edge the 
feather beyond the under coverts, being seldom rimmed there 
with (Plate Figs. and 

Cepphus arcticus (Brehm) 


The the three races the 
western side the North Atlantic are follows: 
from Matinicus Rock, Maine, northward and eastward 
Cape Whittle, Labrador, and the 50th parallel latitude 
Newfoundland; arcticus, from Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, 
northward the 72d parallel latitude western Greenland; 
mandtii, from the 75th parallel latitude Ellesmere 
Island and western Greenland northward. The 
ing map illustrates these ranges, together with the areas 
between each wherein birds either race bordering them have 
been taken may expected. 

present the winter ranges the various races cannot 
worked out satisfactorily from the data hand. There 
evidence pointing partial southward migration which 
probably varies with the mildness severity the winter 
and the presence absence open birds may 
not south all, and some may even slightly northward 
the autumn, wandering about aimlessly instead pursuing 
any definite migration. Banding evidence yet slight, 
since most the recoveries are birds taken too shortly after 
leaving the nest show much. nestling banded August 
20th last Collingham Island near Gready, Labrador, was 
killed 12th Indian Harbor, Labrador, about 
seventy-five miles north the island which was reared. 
Another, which banded August Nunarsuk Island off 
Davis Inlet, Labrador, was shot Twillingate, Newfound- 
land, November 15th, while two more, which banded 
August 9th islet off Nain, Labrador, were both picked 
Godbout, near the head the Gulf St. 
November 12thand 15th, respectively. The last 
three show that the absence open water not 
the sole factor that drives them south, for shore ice never 
begins form the Nain region before December, and 
Guillemots are seen long open water exists, through- 
out the have been taken almost all times 
the throughout the entire breeding-range the species, 
but most the winter specimens have examined seem 
belong group breeding locality somewhat north the 
places which they were taken. The Black Guillemot 


Solid lines enclose areas from which have seen 


specimens; have seen none from areas not 


Uncertain 


THE WESTERN SIDE THE ATLANTIC 
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common winter visitant the coast Massachusetts, and 
reaches Long Island and New Jersey that 
season, some three hundred miles its present 
southernmost breeding-point. 

the collections the Museum Comparative Zoélogy 
are twenty-eight skins Black Guillemots from Ireland, one 
from the Orkney Islands, and one from Iceland. have 
compared these very carefully with the larger series birds 
from this side the but can find clue whatsoever 
the Orkneys and the bird breeding Maine, Nova Scotia, 
and the shores the Gulf St. large series 
they agree almost perfectly all measurements and colors. 
The Iceland bird arcticus, also are three adults 
winter plumage the collection Bent taken the 
Herald Islands, north Behring Straits. have seen one 
adult taken late the spring Cape Vancouver, 
Alaska, which probably tardy straggler taken while still 
hurrying northward, but know practically nothing the 
distribution the races and northward the Behring 

should like see series specimens from the islands 
the Ocean and the lands bordering upon it, the Faroe 
Islands, Norway, northern Russia, Siberia, Alaska, and the 
western part the American Archipelago. The 
breeding bird the Faroes, Norway, and perhaps parts 
Russia, will probably prove arcticus, while the 
race that nests Spitzbergen and Franz Josef Land un- 
doubtedly Breeding birds from Wrangel and 
Herald Islands and the north coasts Siberia and Alaska 
may throw some light the relationahip the races 
Cepphus columba (Pall.) the the and 
races Cepphus grylle (Linn.) This 
surely worth studying, for the two species (if such they are) 
must have had common ancestral stock living somewhere 
the Ocean. one point should like see settled 
more than anything else concerning the Guillemots, where 
the young birds select their first nesting-site relation the 
nest which they were the only way any 
light will shed the problem. 


Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 


Northeastern Association 


RECOVERIES BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS 
BANDED MASSACHUSETTS 


DR. JOHN MAY 


Director, Division Ornithology, Massachusetts 
Department Agriculture! 


has been strongly condemned recently, 
but the results obtained the members the Northeastern 
Bird Banding Association their excursions Barnstable 
and other rookeries Night Herons, justify the means this 
instance, believe. This paper is, way, vindication 
the data collected herein are any 
value ornithologists. 

freely admit the general principle 
should ordinarily limited persons who are expert 
bird identification and skilled wild birds. How- 
ever, banding young Night Herons colony which re- 
stricted this one species, requires little skill and less 
tifie knowledge, though does call for enthusiasm and the 
courage one’s convictions face the unpleasantnesses 
encountered during the invasion reeking rookery fish- 
birds. very probable that the members these 
expeditions would question the appropriateness the word 
applied their hours spent the hot, mosquito- 
and-tick-infested, decidedly odoriferous confines thickly 
populated heronry. Onsuch one wears one’s oldest 
clothes, overalls, wide-brimmed slouch hat, head-net, and 
heavy gloves. requires considerable effort reach the 
heronry the first place across the shifting surface the 

sand-dunes, and afterwards seramble the oaks 
and pitch pines which the nests are located. And that 
but part the adventure. 

Dr. Paul Bartsch, his account the first attempt 
quantity banding birds this country, thus describes one 
feature which unforgettable those who have emulated 
his example banding Night Herons. says: “Young 
herons, though weak, have several methods defense. When 
one climbs tree which the young have passed the second 
week, and the movements climbing begin shake it, 
may sure receive contribution whitewash from the 
various the climber persists, the birds will even 


Nov. 21, 1928. 
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sacrifice their last meal his favor, rather disfavor, and 
continuance the climber’s efforts will met 
final resort, which launch the intruder with full 
spreading his wings and opening his cavernous mouth, striking 
with such violence that were not securely anchored his 
feet, must surely carried some distance beyond the 

1926 published the Bulletin the Northeastern 
Bird- Banding Association short account, with one map, 
the recoveries Black-crowned Night Herons, based some 
seventy-five records from Barnstable then have 
been able collect additional records for total one hun- 
dred and forty-four recoveries herons banded Massa- 
chusetts, and the resultant data seems worthy 
One hundred and ten recoveries are birds banded Barns- 
table County, twenty-nine birds from Essex County, and 
five from Dukes County. The dates banding range from 
May July 30th, but the largest numbers were banded 
about June 17th, which holiday near Boston. 

For convenience showing the collected data, have 
treated together, all recoveries birds recorded during the 
first twelve months after banding, arranging them chrono- 
order days the month but disregarding the year 
banding. The earliest date recovery that Barns- 
table bird recovered July 24th Mashpee, adjoining town 
only few miles distant towards the southwest. 

Thirty-two birds were recorded during the month August 
different the bird was reported from 
Harrison, Maine, about 175 miles due north the place 
distances are and are approximate 
only.) August 12th another Barnstable bird had reached 
Groton, Vermont, about 220 miles north-north-west, and 
the 17th one from Ipswich had reached Quebec, 
about 240 miles the same direction. Barnstable birds 
were reported August 20th Yardley, Pennsylvania, near 
the New Jersey line; the Lewistown, Pennsylvania, 
420 miles distant the Juniata River above Harrisburg, and 
the 22d New Holland, Pennsylvania, between these two 
points. the 26th report came from 
over 500 miles almost due north and well beyond the 
St. Lawrence River. 

The September map records thirty-one additional recoveries, 
but shows little change the bird’s dispersal-range. Twenty- 
one these records are from points north the place 
banding, including six more records from One 
report from near Oswego, New York, about 480 miles nearly 
due west. 
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map, with its fifteen shows many birds 
north their birthplaces, but also carries much farther 
south along the seacoast, and have recoveries 
the 9th from White Oak River, North Carolina, 
and the Georgia, 950 miles from 
Ipswich bird picked steamer about 250 miles east 
Henlopen, Delaware. 

The map for November, while showing only ten recoveries, 
records the dispersal, the reports coming from 
Lake John, Quebee, November 3d, bird recently dead; 
Island, Ontario, November Ist; 
5th; Mathews, Louisiana, November Empire, 
Louisiana, November 19th; Key West, Florida, November 
and Hanover, Jamaica, about 1700 miles due south 
(exact date unknown). 

December, January and February records may grouped 
together indicating the winter range the bird, and 
find wide and rather interesting distribution these Massa- 
chusetts Night Herons. The farthest north reported was 
from bevond the St. Lawrence River Quebec, January 
but this was bird which was picked dead and have 
definite information how long may have been dead, 
probably should next most northerly 
record bird Hingham, Massachusetts, only 
about forty miles from the place banding. This bird was 
seen, alive and apparently normal, members own 
family, February and was picked dead February 
very severe storm. Other Massachusetts winter 
records are Vinevard Haven, January 24th, and Wareham, 
January The distribution map also shows recoveries 
from Rhode Island, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, with three 
island Cuba, all birds their first winter. 

There are very few records first-vear birds after the 
northward migration has started, and these are not instructive, 
cannot know whether the birds recovered had ever been 
farther from home than the place recovery. 

Thirty-two recoveries have been reported more than twelve 
months after the date banding. add little, however, 
our knowledge the distribution the bird. New 
and Ohio are added the States visited Massa- 
chusetts Night Herons and also have reports from Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic. The chief interest the late 
recoveries these fully adult birds lies the information 
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they give whether not these birds return their 
birthplace breed, and the age which they may attain. 

Night Heron’s eggs are found Massachusetts early 
April 15th and some young birds remain the nests until 
July 15th later, these dates may considered indicating 
approximately the period during which adult birds should 
found near their nesting-places. have thirteen recoveries 
April 7th and July eight which are located 
within forty miles, and five these within fifteen miles, the 
place banding. (No attempt has been made either trap 
adult herons, find banded adults them 
the breeding rookeries.) bird Y., April 7th, 
have been still route its breeding-place. July 
bird, banded Bourne Cape Cod, was 
reported New Brunswick, but the most 
interesting record during the breeding-season that 
Barnstable bird which was shot May 6th 
Haiti, when practically three The oldest bird 
the time recovery was Dr. Phillips’ Essex County heron, 
which lacked just two weeks seven from the date 

last map compilation all the data and shows 
total one hundred and forty-four 
crowned Night Herons banded Massachusetts, and probably 
gives pretty complete picture the range our 
setts-bred birds. This range shown 
Island the extreme northeast corner New Brunswick; 
Lake St. John, Quebee; Amherst Island, Ontario; Sandusky 
Bay, Erie, Michigan; near the delta the Missis- 
Louisiana; Key West, Florida; Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, 
and San Domingo the West interest- 
ing are the along the St. River and 
Lakes Ontario and Erie, suggesting they the possibility 
that some the Night Herons, soon after leaving the 
nest, may travel directly north the St. Lawrence River and 
then, cold weather threatens, change their course, 
following the great river and along the two lakes, perhaps 
crossing the Ohio Valley the Sandusky and Miami 
Rivers, and down the Ohio and Mississippi the 
however, have records the Central 
States between Lake Erie and near the mouth the Missis- 

article Night Heron Recoveries, the Bulletin for April, 


deseribing the earliest banding the Barnstable 
colony, inadvertently eredited this Dr. Leon Cole, who 


reported The Auk. 


The actual banding was done 


Alfred Redfield and Leonard Pearson, two members 
the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club. 
table giving the detail follows: 


Barnstable 


Place Banded 


Place Recovered 
Mashpee. Mass. 


RECOVERIES 


Barnstable 
10 
Chatham 
Chilwark 
Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Chatham 
Barnstable 
20 
Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
An) 
Bourne 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Wellfleet 


Harrison, Me. 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Kennebunkport, Me. 
Sandwich, Mass. 
Groton, Vt. 
Farnumsville, Mass. 
Kittery, Me. 
Que. 
Rehoboth, Mass. 
Deering, Me. 
Minot, Mass. 

Rock, Mass. 
Me. 
Yardley, Pa. 

York, Me. 
Lewistown, Pa. 
Albany, 

New Holland, Pa. 
North Chelmsford, Mass. 
Milton, 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Van Que. 
Dennis, Mass. 
Holliston, Mass. 
Napanoch, 
Salem, Mass. 
Mass. 
Newburyport, 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Wellfleet, Mass. 


COVERIES 
Mattapoisett, Mass. 

St. Joseph Lake, Que. 
Sutton Que. 
Iberville, Que. 
Magnolia, Mass. 
Exeter, 

Lake St. Peter, Que. 


= 


Place Banded 
Barnstable 


Ipswich 
Barnstable 


Squibnocket 
Wenham 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 


Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Squibnocket 
Barnstable 


OcTOBER REC 


Barnstable 
Ipswich 


Buzzards Bay 


Barnstable 


Ipswich 
Squibnocket 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Bourne 
Barnstable 


NOVEMBER 


Barnstable 
Wenham 
Barnstable 


Bourne 
Barnstable 
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Place Recovered 
East Orleans, Mass. 
Beach Bluff, Mass. 
Quebec, Que. 
Cape Porpoise, Me. 
Mass. 
Mashpee, Mass. 
Ipswich, Mass. 
Seabrook, 
Proctor, Vt. 
St. Justin, Que. 
Seabrook, 
Fall River, Mass. 
Seabrook. 
North Franklin, Conn. 
Brockton, Mass. 
Dover-Foxcroft, Me. 
Ticonderoga, 
North Andover, Mass. 
Susquehanna Pa. 
Springvale, Me. 
Lake Neatahwanta, 
Brownfield, Me. 
Rowley, Mass. 


OVERIES 
Nashua, 


Scarboro, Me. 

Exton, Pa. 

Cape Porpoise, Me. 
White Oak River, 
Monroe, 
Hampton, 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Harbor, 
Boston Harbor, Mass. 
Montreal, Que. 
Kennebunk, Me. 

250 miles off Cape Henlopen 
Stony Creek, Conn. 
Conn. 


COVERIES 


Island, Ont. 
Masonville Station, Que. 
Lake St. John, Que. 
Mich. 

Mathews, La. 

Key West, Fla. 

La. 
Moore Haven, Fla. 
Inverness, Fla. 


4 oe 
9 = 
16 
IS 
20 
27 
10 
1 ae 
15 ae 
25 . Del. 
28 
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Place Banded 


Place Recovered 


RECOVERIES 
Barnstable 


Valona, Ga. 
Lee Fla. 


JANUARY RECOVERIES 


Squibnocket 
North Beverly 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 

North Beverly 
Barnstable 


Charlestown, 
Norfolk, Va. 

Back Bay, Va. 
Clewistown, Fla. 

Back Bay, Va. 
Berthierville, Que. 
Brooklyn, 
Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
Chincoteague, Va. 
Sagua River, Cuba 
Wareham, Mass. 

St. Helena Island, 


FEBRUARY RECOVERIES 


Barnstable 


Bourne 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 


Currituck Sound, 
Guarieras, Matanzas, Cuba 
Guarieras, Matanzas, Cuba 
Hingham, Mass. 

Diggs, Va. 


Marcu RECOVERIES 


Barnstable 


Westport, Conn. 


APRIL RECOVERIES 


Barnstable 


Quincy, Mass. 


May 


Ipswich 


Ipswich, Mass. 


BETWEEN ONE AND Two YEARS AFTER BANDING 


Barnstable 


Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Ipswich 
Barnstable 
Bourne 
Barnstable 


June Bourne 


Marshfield, Mass. 
Manchester, Mass. 
Haverhill, Mass. 

Shoreham, Vt. 

Port Paix, Haiti 
West Conshohocken, Pa. 
Spring Lake, 
Ozona, Fla. 

Everglades, Henry County, Fla. 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Dighton, Mass. 

South Wareham, Mass. 


RECOVERED BETWEEN AND THREE YEARS AFTER BANDING 


July Bourne 
Aug. Barnstable 

Buzzards Bay 
Nov. Barnstable 
Jan. Bourne 

May Barnstable 


Shippigan, 

Isle Verte, Temiscouata Co., Que. 
Cape Porpoise, Me. 

Carolina, 

Cape Lookout, 

Salisbury, Md. 

Anse Veau, Haiti 


Date 
15 
ae 
S 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 16 : 
Oct. 12 
Nov. 5 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
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Date Place Banded Place Recovered 
THREE AND Four YEARS BANDING 
Barnstable Constanza, Dominican Republic 
May Buzzards Wareham, Mass. 
June Buzzards Bay, Mass. 
June Sanford, Me. 
Four AND Five AFTER BANDING 
Barnstable Ocean Md. 
May Hamilton North Cromwell, 
July Barnstable Mass. 
Sandusky Bay, Ohio 
Five AND Six Years BANDING 


BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN YEARS AFTER BANDING 
May North Beverly Peabody, Mass. 


Cohasset, Massachusetts. 


ROLE THE AMATEUR 
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hears good deal nowadays phrases such 
general impression that the former some subtle manner are 
superior and that the latter, often somewhat less subtle 
manner, are relatively inferior. live age where one 
popular idea after another being perhaps 
timely this replace artificial and often mis- 
leading and terms with what would seem 
sounder viewpoint. personally interested the 
question, has been happy fortune, close 
contact with both botany and and 
that this association has been far greater 
benefit than the great majority, least, 
bird-banding theme, can promote broader 
theme which applies bird-banding, and which has been 
touched upon recent number this journal. 

adhere strictly the dictionary definition, the only 


VETSUS 


| 


between and would 
that the former get paid for their services and the latter 
this article can instantly think William Brewster and 
other men, who have been leaders American ornithology 
and who never were paid salary. The inde- 
pendent means has bearing, one way the other, upon 
ornithological excellence. does not follow either that the 
men the paid museum positions are the best men, 
that the men independent means have hopeless ad- 
vantage over the men who must receive some compensation 
for their services. 

There more genuine contrast the terms ‘‘amateur 
and The element time and 
the factor special training, such Ph.D. 
are both important this connection. Amateur 
bird-students are usually people with whom bird-study 
hobby which can only indulged their spare time. The 
ornithologist might regarded one who devotes all his 
time bird-study, the main his life. Other 
things being equal, the latter will inevitably learn and ac- 
complish ten times much. Curiously enough, this element 
time factor which many completely over- 
look. own personal experience have frequently met 
bird-lovers who quite sincerely told that they had studied 
birds their when knew perfectly well that they 
had done such thing, and that they had been unable 
give even fifty per cent their spare time this 
does not follow, however, that any one devoting all his time 
bird work some kind facto ornithologist. 
least not science catalogue museum accessions the 
way bird-skins; not science amass complete col- 
fasten bands infinite number birds’ legs over 
long period will inferred that the term, 
has been frequently abused, and meet this 
situation one often the phrase nowadays, 
tifie reality absurd tautology. 

The special technical training requires less com- 
ment. every field science the mass data 
now enormous that ever-increased specialization the 
order the day. Special technical training steadily more 
desirable necessary, and obvious that having 
great advantage. Not having it, however, means 
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insuperable handicap. Several the ranking ornithologists 
the world to-day did not even college, and know one 
successful corporation lawyer who the age forty became 
the world’s authority the excessively difficult sedge genus 
Carex studying botany hobby his spare 
must admitted, however, that out birding Sun- 
days with the enthusiastic Mr. A., the chances that 
will ever ornithologist international reputa- 
tion are excessively remote. 

broaden our inquiry for moment, there are three 
great divisions the bottom are those 
issue regards their main have but 
little time give it, few facilities, special technical 
training. The second group large one, and the 
great majority scientists. They give all their time some 
gravitate the institutions which possess them, and vary- 
ing amount special training gives them fair 
endowment little all greater than that 
the first group, and they are primarily concerned with adding 
the storehouse definitely established third 
group, mere handful, are the preéminent figures the 
world. With every advantage training, facility, 
and time, immeasurable superiority intellect, personality, 
and character enables them digest the data furnished the 
other groups and make synthetic generalizations and de- 
ductions far-reaching importance, often the 
fields five six different Giants, they tower 
above the rest us, beacons along the rough trail human 
superiority over the middle group not only 
question degree, but also kind; qualitative well 
quantitative. 

rough classification analysed little further, 
will seen that the differences between Group (whom 
shall amateurs) and Group are degree only, they are 
purely quantitative, rather than qualitative, and there 
every possible stage transition. almost any moment 
the amateur become scientist, and every scientist started 
amateur. His amateur pupil companion to-day 
may become his superior to-morrow. have seen happen. 
There special basis reality for any feeling superiority 
the part the scientist, who may well the lesser man 
the two, even though knows more about birds than does 


small ideal, course, that each should know 
his place, then frietion hard feelings would become impos- 
sible. 

true that there are irresponsible amateurs, who not 
know their place their limitations. More important vet, 
there are some who not grasp the fundamental 
scientifie accuracy, and who are ineapable 
instinetively and unswervingly. experience leads 
believe that they are minority. are also about 
equal number incompetent and pettifogging scientists, who 
their place their limitations. With the great 
growth recent interest there has 
undoubtedly been inerease poor and mis- 
identifications, and suppose that juvenile Song Sparrows 
will banded Lincoln Sparrows from time 
true that the modern flood sight makes the writing 
loeal avifauna far more complex and task than 
the old-fashioned ones, based the small 
number birds also true that the modern 
avifauna far more complete, detailed, and accurate than 
the For every poor record there are least fifty good 
ones, Which have greatly extended our detailed knowledge 
birds every State the seientists can justly 
complain their troubles, when science becomes too popular, 
let them least remember, that like everybody they 
get something for nothing. And what they have got 
the assistance the enthusiastic, reliable amateur. 

have attempted definition the amateur, and have 
tried draw picture the respects which the average 
scientist differs from him, and inference the way which 
the scientifie accomplishments the amateur are ordinarily 
history vitally important. The amateurs are the source 
supply for the scientists the next generation, even only 
every branch natural history, careful and reliable observa- 
tions specimens are the foundations research. These 
are just what enthusiastic corps amateurs have been 
making getting since natural history began. The last 
classic Gray’s Manual Botany could not have been written 
amateurs had not diligently collected the plants their 
several localities and sent them the Gray Herbarium from 
every part the Eastern States named. How could 
Wells Cooke have written his classic bulletins migration 
without the two million records amateurs throughout the 
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country? What would own little handbook the birds 
the New York City Region have amounted the avail- 
able data had consisted solely own records? 
conclusions could Lincoln, Wetmore, Witherby, 
ornithologists the future reach, they had depend 
solely the birds they banded themselves? Wherever turn 
ornithological work and almost wherever have gone 
into the field, the amateurs have been before and left 
record information the greatest value and for one, 
hope most earnestly that they will carry on, ever-increasing 
numbers. 

Museum Comparative Cambridge, Mass. 


THIRD SEASON’S BANDING SUMMERVILLE, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


WILLIAM WHARTON 


January, February, and April, 1928, band- 
ing operations were again carried the same general 
section that described the January, 1928 
this period total seven hundred and four birds were 
banded, and twenty-seven certain returns were taken. The 
new bandings were distributed species follows: 

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta c. cristata) . 

Towhee erythrophthalmus) 

Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) 

Savannah Sparrow ichensis savanna) 

Grasshopper Sparrow savannarum australis) 

White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) 

Chipping Sparrow passerina) 

Junco (Junco h. h ye malis) 

Swamp Sparrow georgiana) 

White-eved Vireo ( Vireo q. grise us) 

Myrtle Warbler (Dendroica coronata) 

Pine Warbler (Dendroica vigorsi) 

Hooded Warbler citrina) 

Mockingbird polyglottus) 

Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) 

Brown Thrasher rufum) 

Tulted Titmouse ( Baolophus bicolor) 

Hermit Thrush guttata pallasi) 
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The undoubted returns secured during this period numbered 
twenty-seven, all White-throated Sparrows. these twenty- 
seven, six were birds banded these six, three 
were returns-2, 42.857 per cent last season’s 
Twenty-one were birds banded 1927 (returns-1), 20.192 
per cent the White-throats banded that season. 

Twelve Chipping Sparrows, which six were banded 
1926 and six 1927, two Towhees, one banded each 
those vears, and two Brown Thrashers, also one each year, 
were retaken 1928, some which may not have been 
migrating addition, six Cardinals, two 
one Tufted Titmouse, and one Blue Jay banded 
previous were recaptured. The Blue Jay banded 
14, 1926, was found dead about one quarter 
mile from the pl: banding March 

the season’s results, that outstanding interest seems 
the large number return White-throated Sparrows 
taken. These birds are doubtless winter residents, shown 
the fact that many them repeated frequently throughout 
the season whenever they had opportunity. During the 
seasons 1926 and 1927, banded 199 birds this species. 
The tabulated these returns follows: 


Band Banding Returning 
Number Date Date 

Jan. 19, 1926 Keb. 1928 

26, 1926 Jan. 17, 1928 (Return-2) 
28, 1926 Apr. 12, 1928 

Mar. 1926 Jan. 17, 1928 (Return-2) 
Apr. 13, 1926 Feb. 19, 1928 

Jan. 10, 1927 Mar. 1928 

12, 1927 Mar. 1928 

Jan. 25, 1927 Jan. 22, 1928 

Jan. 29, 1927 Jan. 17, 1928 

29, 1927 Jan. 17, 1928 

Jan. 29, 1927 Jan. 21, 

Mar. 11, 1927 Mar. 1928 

Mar. 11, 1927 Mar. 1928 

Mar. 16, 1927 Mar. 1928 

Mar. 19, 1927 Mar. 1928 

24, 1927 Jan. 1928 

Mar. 27, 1927 Jan. 1928 

Mar. 29, 1927 Feb. 27, 1928 

173855 30, 1927 Mar. 16, 1928 

1927 Feb. 16, 1928 

1927 Feb. 19, 1928 

Apr. 19, 1927 Apr. 27, 1928 

Apr. 24, 1927 Apr. 1928 

Apr. 26, 1927 Apr. 16, 1928 


Practically without exception, all these birds were taken 
localities not more than three hundred feet from where they 
were originally banded. previous article 
“Of all the returning White-throats, even those taken early 
January, every bird had fairly bright-colored head, indi- 
that all the dull-headed birds were those hatched 
during the summer This asumption was not borne 
out the experience that year, return birds 
with bright heads were taken, with medium, and with dull 
heads. Unfortunately was made the case the 
other returns, and, these, were birds banded 1926. 
noteworthy, however, that the four 1926 birds which 
record was made, all had bright heads. Thus there seems 
some probability that bright head-plumage characteristic 
advance age rather than sexual un- 
usually early head-molt was observed. 

the other recaptures, those the Chipping Sparrow were 
most interest. Though few birds this species nest the 
Summerville section, undoubtedly the great majority the 
large numbers which are present during the winter, especially 
March, are birds which nest considerably farther 
cannot but feel that the retaken birds the past two 
show considerable tendency the part these birds 
return the same general section for least part the 
winter. the 191 Chippies banded 1926, were retaken 
1927, and 1928, which latter number one was 
“return-2” (if was migrant); the 167 banded 1927, 
were retaken 1928. Thus, out total 358 birds 
this species banded 1926 and 1927, were retaken 1927 
and 1928, approximately 6%. these birds, only 
were taken any considerable distance from the point 
their original capture, and these all within radius probably 
three quarters mile. they had continued repeat late 
the season individual birds pairs, might have been 
reasonable conclude that they were local breeders. Such, 
however, was not the case. Only the repeated after 
March either year, and only these after April 10th. 
Decreasing numbers Chippies were Summerville during 
the remainder the latter month, and number freshly- 
banded birds repeated the 26th, yet none the returns 


14 “bright” head, as the term is used here, is one having clear white stripes with yellow 
before the eye, and with dark stripes inclined to black. A ‘dull’ one has brown stripes 
in place of black and with superciliary stripe grayish, while a ‘‘medium”’ coloration is one 
having these stripes brown posteriorly and often black anteriorly with colors intermingled 
between. No very definite line could be drawn in all cases. 
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were with them. only way which belief that most 
these birds were winter visitants can proved correct, is, 
course, have one more the birds question captured 
some more northerly point. 

Other retaken birds the 1928 season require little com- 
ment, for the reason that, with the exception the two 
Towhees, they consisted birds commonly resident coastal 
South Carolina. The two Towhees, both females, were re- 
taken practically the same spot where they were originally 
banded, and disposed regard them genuine returns. 
states that the red-eyed Towhee does not breed the 
plain but does breed the mountainous portions 
the State. Both these birds appeared the red-eyed 
one characteristic another. Their recapture ap- 
parently indicates the tendency this species also return 
the same wintering locality. 

great disappointment unable report any more 
returns the Savannah Sparrow, although trap was placed 
the same spot where the three returns were taken the pre- 
ceding season. The flock this year using this restricted locality 
appeared consist not more than eight ten birds, and 
under these circumstances was perhaps too much expect 
that the luck 1927 could equalled even approached. 

the suggestion Mr. Whittle, record was kept all 
birds afflicted with parasites, far these were noticed. 
This record shows that twelve carried one more ticks their 
heads, which the majority were nymphs Hamaphysalis 
leporis-palustris, and the others adults brunneus. 
The former were hard-shelled insects more less uniform 
size, probably not exceeding one eighth inch length. 
The latter were soft-bodied, and varied greatly size 
quarter inch more length. The determinations were 
kindly made Charles Johnson, the Boston Society 
Natural History, who states 
palustris usually found rabbits, though the young are 
often taken birds, while brunneus known only 
from From one Mockingbird and one Catbird were 
taken specimens the biting bird lice (Mallophaga). 

The foot disease prevalent among Chipping Sparrows was 
noted active twelve these birds, one Field Sparrow, 
and perhaps one Twenty-three birds showed 
evidence having had the disease, and having recovered 


!This appeared as a swollen and inflamed condition at the junction, not at the ends, of 
the toes. 
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from it. these all were Chippies with the exception one 
Field Sparrow. cases apparent leg deformity were ob- 
served, one White-throat which had its left leg bent into 
right angle, the foot showing the length the nails that 
was little used; the other Chipping Sparrow, which had its 
toes drawn together such manner that apparently they 
could not normally opened. 

the invitation neighbor, Mr. John Gadsden, traps 
were set his dooryard, about one and half miles air 
line from own house, March 26th. The birds captured 
there, with the exception those which were nesting, were 
taken covered cage house and released. Thirteen 
Blue Jays, thirteen Chipping Sparrows, and eleven White- 
throated Sparrows were thus transported, and, these, two 
Jays, five Chipping Sparrows, and four White-throats were 
retaken Mr. Gadsden’s the case some them 
within twenty-four hours. These records seem indicate avery 
strong homing instinct the three species with which the ex- 
periment was tried. The White-throats doubtless belonged 
local wintering flock, and they are not given roaming, 
their quick return through largely timbered country inter- 
spersed with house lots interesting. 

This 1927, Chipping Sparrows showed 
tance until rather late the season come baited spots. 
Although such numbers appeared present about Janu- 
ary Ist January 1927, and seemed entirely 
lacking the weed-patch where they had been numerous 
then, about the middle January flock several hundred 
was noted partly abandoned road near the golf course. 
This road, originally cut about one hundred feet wide through 
the timber, had grown over with short grasses, with the excep- 
tion wheel-track the middle. Here the Chippies seemed 
find natural food conditions their liking, indeed much 
that for many days they refused pay any attention 
baited spot the roadway, the baited trails which were 
laid one oceasion the flock was three times driven 
slowly the drop trap, feeding moved, and yet not one 
bird came was not until February 27th that the birds 
began come freely, and from that date they were taken 
fair numbers almost daily until April the 207 


!The bait used was that compounded for the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association 
by the Fiske Seed Company of Boston, to which had been added more millet. Later some 
chaff from a neighboring barn was also used and may have been a factor in finally leading 
the flock to the bait. 
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Chippies taken this the records show that 
repeated one more subsequent days. far the greater 
number these repeats, above indicated, tarried but 
short time, and were gone before April came in. The impres- 
sion received from experiences with this flock was that 
there was fairly constant infiltration neweomers, and 
equally constant departure other birds, that the flock 
though remaining unit until well into April, was made 
very different individuals the end the season from those 
that had composed the beginning. 

Soon after the discovery this when returning from 
inspection the bait had put out it, with 
companion noticed the birds the grass short distance 
ahead the the motor off and coasted within 
few yards them. our stopping, the flock fed very 
closely around the car, and then noticed that considerable 
number Pine Warblers accompanied the Chippies, though 
keeping more less themselves and feeding along the edge 
the woods, the floor which had recently been burned over. 
sat watching the birds, many the warblers flew 
and hovered about the car, some cases alighting various 
portions it, and others coming close the open win- 
dows that almost seemed they wanted come in, while 
the Chippies fed the ground all around and under it. 
Moving gradually along, the flock finally passed us. 
were unable account for the apparent attraction which the 
car seemed have for the birds. The day was cold, with the 
thermometer rising from freezing maximum 41°, and 
with fresh westerly winds. Whether the warmth from the 
motor and the partial protection afforded from the wind was 
responsible for the action the flock, not know. 
been standing any length time, might have been reason- 
able assume that insects had gathered it, but under the 
circumstances this unlikely supposition. 

article the January, 1928, Bulletin, stated, 
“Several Towhees were taken whose irises were 
varying shades brown had even slight hint red 
them, and there possibility that there may some inter- 
breeding between the two During the season 1928 


not wholly complete record was kept the color the 
irises the Towhees taken, and also record the number 
tail feathers each side having white tips. Unfortunately 
record was kept seven birds. Among the northern mi- 
gratory Towhees, approximately twenty-one had red irises, 
while eight had irises noted being reddish brown and one 
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brown the White-eved Towhees, two 
irises, ten light vellow, and two light brown. the northern 
Towhees, twenty-one had white three outer tail feathers, 
and seven had four, while the three had 
white two outer feathers, while ten had white three. 
Probably these last rule had smaller white spots the 
third feathers then had the having similar number 
feathers with white Thus would appear that the 
number white-tipped tail feathers does not differentiate the 
two forms. Probably the eye safer character follow, 
though even here the two may come close together possess- 
ing brown two three cases this kind found 
difficult name the birds question. Whether inter-breed- 
ing actually can perhaps determined only trap- 
ping resident birds after all the migrants have departed for 
their northern breeding grounds. account the usual 
date departure, have not been able this. 

The trapping outfit consisted two self-adjusting 
sparrow-traps the Government model, two auto-trip shelf 
traps, one pull-string drop trap, and one Higgins Door 
Duplex Water-Drip The water trap made possible the 
capture several new species, especially the warblers and the 
kinglet, but the number birds taken was 
result was probably due large part the prevalence 
frequent and heavy rains during February and March and 
part The territory covered was general the same 
the two preceding seasons, but number new stations 
were established, especially the latter part the season. 
heretofore, when had been trapped until repeats 
became troublesome and few any new birds were taken, the 
traps were moved other locations. 


NOTICE 

Mr. Wilbur Butts, 206 Avenue, Ithaea, New 
York, using colored celluloid bands studying the local 
movements Chickadees and Nuthatches. this means 
individuals may readily whenever seen the 
Butts desirous learning what extent others 
have used either colored enameled celluloid bands, and the 
success they have had. would like get touch with 
any one who has used them. also wishes obtain any in- 
formation any one may have regarding the migration, local 
movements, and group flocking habits and 
White-breasted Nuthatches. Mr. Butts would glad send 
samples celluloid bands and directions for making them 
any one 
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SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES PROTOCALLIPHORA 
CHARLES JOHNSON 


few birds’ nests were studied during the 
Even this number, however, show that the 
blood-sucking Protocalliphora are still serious men- 
ace nestling birds, deserving careful and thorough investi- 
gation. 

June 18th Bluebird’s nest was received from Mrs. 
contained puparia Protocalliphora splendida var. sialia. 
Forty-one flies emerged, and puparia were parasitized 
the little chaleid parasitism 
about per July 24th Mrs. Hathaway sent the 
nest the brood the Bluebird. When banding the 
nestlings she had found four the maggots clinging the 
birds. There were two sizes the nest, but all ap- 
parently pupated, although puparia were quite small, 
owing, doubt, underfeeding. The total number pu- 
paria was emerged from 38, from flies failed 
issue, and were parasitized. Most the small puparia 
were parasitized, the total parasitism being about per cent. 

July 7th Barn Swallow’s nest was received from Mrs. 
Karl Wormuth Belmont, Massachusetts. contained 
large maggots, which had probably driven the nestling 
birds from the nest during the night, these were found dead 
the morning the floor the barn. Only flies emerged 
from the puparia. There was parasitism. 

From the puparia the nest Chestnut-sided Warbler 
collected near Ashland, New Hampshire, Mrs. Harding 
obtained seven specimens the typical splendida. From 
the puparia the nest Robin also collected near Ashland, 
New Hampshire, Mrs. Harding obtained flies, apparently 
the same those infesting the neither case did 
see the puparia, that parasitism, present, could not 
noted. 

The two nests the Bluebird received from Mrs. Hathaway 
show one very interesting feature. While only per cent 
the puparia Protocalliphora were parasitized the first 
nest, per cent were parasitized the second. This tends 
emphasize what suggested previous paper, viz.: burn 
the first nests soon the nestlings leave the nest, thus 
destroying the Protocalliphora that would otherwise injure the 
second brood birds. the other hand seems best wait 
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about month before the nests the second brood, 
sitism the fly the second brood, together with natural 
loss the adult flies during the long hibernation, should tend 
toward keeping the number down what 
would considered normal 

1924 obtained from Mr. Pfeil two maggots taken 
from swellings the neck sparrow found near Middle- 
boro, The pupated August 
the adults (male and female) emerged August 12th. This was 
recorded Protocalliphora hirudo var. cuprea 
and (It was deseribed 1924 from Washing- 
ton, from the nest Western Robin.) This constitutes the 
only Eastern for the species and special interest, 
showing that there also this the country 
Protocalliphora with habits very different from those 
The larva this species must enter the bird when the larva 
very young, the irritation the maggot causing swelling 
which pus forms, which the maggot feeds, similar the 
bots such the ox-warble. anyone 
should find bird with swellings the neck the 
the sparrow above deseribed, should like very much obtain 
the specimen. 

planning continue study these flies during the 
coming season and hope for the continued co-operation 
those desirable that the entire nests should 
sent soon the nestlings leave, both the first and 
broods, that may able again check the relative 
amount parasitism. 
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MIGRATION STUDIES JUNCO AND 
CHIPPING SPARROW GROUPS 


WHITTLE 


summer and fall seasons just passed (1928) have af- 
forded some details the habits (Junco hyemalis) 
and Chipping Sparrows passerina) during migra- 
tion, preliminary migration, considerable interest. 
The observations were possible part least owing the 
fact that here Peterboro, New Hampshire, have main- 
tained two banding stations which were also, course, places 
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where plenty food was supplied the birds. 
tions are three miles apart, Mrs. Whittle’s the south 
the writer’s station, north and south line and within 
two hundred and fifty feet the same elevation. nest 
sparingly within three miles the stations, although they are 
nest the immediate vicinity either station. 
Sparrows, however, abundantly. 

banding station was started during the spring 1928. 
fall and winter approached the problem baiting birds 
expected winter with was matter great 
was believed that would easily possible have Juncos 
and Tree Sparrows this, knew the latter species win- 
tered each Hillsboro, New Hampshire, eighteen miles 
north Peterboro, and that Juncos wintered sparingly 
least two feeding stations within three miles mine the 
south, although inquiry failed that others feeding 
winter birds Peterboro vicinity had Juncos wintering 
birds. appeared probable that the latitude and longitude 
Peterboro this species was wintering very sparingly near 
the northern limit its winter range. 

Having this setting mind, profitable note the be- 
havior Juneos during their southward migration, from 
October 6th, the apparent date the migration this species 
began here, November 20th, the latest date any Juncos were 
observed during the fall. 

The made their first appearance October 6th 
single small group about six eight individuals which spent 
several days old, weedy garden. the Sth flock 
six eight more appeared near Mrs. Whittle’s banding sta- 
tion. the 11th October little groups began 
appear along the roadside between our two banding stations 
and continued plentiful 20th, when day 
afield showed this species, and from this date 
November Juncos were less plentiful than earlier. 
distribution the when most abundant was small 
perhaps twenty birds scattered quite generally over 
the open country. Some the early groups remained several 
but October wore on, the number flocks increased 
and haste continuing their migration became evident: 
abundant groups widely distributed present one day de- 
parted over night almost entirely, and November, the 
groups decreased number, this characteristic was increas- 
ingly pronounced, although was possible keep 
birds feeding stations for several days. About the 
4th November, time the month when Juncos were 
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comparatively few, seven birds suddenly appeared sta- 
tion during the closing hour daylight and fed canary 
seed. this time large group was also feeding Mrs. 
Whittle’s station. The following morning, however, not 
was present station, and station none 
were seen until November 9th, when five nine Juncos ap- 
peared the feeding-shelf and apparently fixtures. 
this time the month, November 9th, generally 
had become but few still fed Mrs. Whittle’s sta- 
tion. was hope and expectation that the little group 
station, which also contained one Tree Sparrow, two Song 
Sparrows, and one Savannah Sparrow, 
become well anchored, would pass the winter with me. 
like condition existed the other station, but the night 
following, the 20th, every disappeared from both sta- 
tions, and none has been seen Peterboro 
since that date. The Song, Tree and Savannah Sparrows 
dropped out the group the 12th 
for the Juncos going was not because the temperature 
had suddenly dropped, because warm weather. the 
eleven days they were here the weather was seasonable 
temperature (about 30° average), although the two days prior 
the birds’ departure were generally rainy foggy. 

The portions the above observations that wish em- 
phasize are three number: (1) the fact that the birds seemed 
appear small groups and move along small groups; 
(2) the fact that the season migration advanced its 
maximum the movement more hurried 
slowed up; and (3) the fact that the latest-arriving groups 
would tarry even for eleven days, but food 
and shelter influenced such groups remain for the winter. 
The meanings these emphasized features the migration 
part are manifestly matter speculation, but few words 
comment seem justified. 

That Juneos while migrating southward travel 
groups believed, since they small groups very early 
the morning during this That they reach their 
winter quarters, some instances least, also small groups 
has been shown experiences former station Co- 
hasset, Massachusetts, and Fletcher’s station the 
same village.! 


See The Auk, Vol. XLIII, No. 4, October, 1926, and The Auk, Vol. XLI, No. 2, April, 
1924, pp. 329, 330 
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the earliest seen groups Juncos, there 
possibility that they represent relatively nearby gathering 
rather locally nesting birds, neighborhood group. Wendell 
Smith reports (see Bulletin for 1928, that 
there were seven nesting pairs area acres 
near Wells River, Vermont, 1928, and writes that 
“during late August and early September there were 
flocks about which were evidently family groups con- 
sisting two adults and several The amalgamation 
such family groups these later the season may 
reasonably expected take place. See the history 
neighborhood group Chipping Sparrows 
illustrating such process. 

possess little information the geographical 
positions species its wintering grounds 
terms the distribution birds their nesting-grounds; 
that is, not know, for example, law and order deter- 
mine the distribution, such would the case Juncos 
nesting the northern limit their summer range wintered 
the northern limit their winter range, and the birds nesting 
the southern part the species’ summer-range occupied the 
southern part their winter range. possible that the 
behavior the migrating Juncos recorded above may part 
governed the mileage the remaining distance normal, 
ordered wintering requires them, which case may infer 
that the hurrying birds wintered far the south Peterboro, 
and that the last two groups, one Mrs. Whittle’s and one 
station, were willing tarry late because their winter 
objectives were rel: near problem referred 
one great difficulty, but ever shall solved, bird- 
banders must furnish the data, data which are slowly being 

Every recovery migrating bird captured 
its wintering-ground wearing band placed tarsus 
nesting-time record prime importance helping 
solve the riddle. 

station Peterboro the summer and fall 1928 af- 
forded exceptional opportunity observe Chipping Spar- 
rows close range every day from their first appearance 
the spring the time they left migration with their 
Three pairs nested near house that they visited 
bounty canary-seed often several times day. When 
the first broods were old enough, they followed their parents 
the station, and when the second broods were ready, they too 
followed their parents the station. During the period 
molt, the old birds and young continued their visits little 
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groups, doubtless family ones. early September was ap- 
parent that the families had united into one neighborhood 
group, now numbering twenty-three birds, and this 
group, well over the molt, began range about and was 
often seen distance from two four hundred feet from 
the station, but the birds would flood into feeding-places 
every day and often several times daily. order band 
them led them window-shelf, which has small trap 
operated from inside the house and later nineteen them were 
banded. October Ist the group showed great restlessness, 
ranging farther away, only few coming the station, and 
the 5th they disappeared for the season, probably con- 
stituting migratory unit. This late date for the 
rence Chipping Sparrows Peterboro far ex- 
perience the extraordinary high temperature 
prevailing October had retard their departure. 

The Auk for 1926, 499, have deseribed similar 
neighborhood group this species Mrs. Whittle’s 
station. behavior this group was strongly contrasted 
with the one above described, the birds whole not visiting 
her station, though they fed only few hundred feet away 
considerable group contained only three four 


the banded birds which had nested close and which had 
been coming the station during the nesting-season, and this 
small number, coming intermittently, was 
determine the movements the group whole. 
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GENERAL NOTES 


Some Labrador Banding Records.—The number species banded 
Labrador during the summer season 1928 was follows: 

arctica) 

Black grylle arcticus) 

Uria lomvia lomvia) 

Razor-billed Auk. torda) 

Glaucous Gull. Larus hyperboreus) 

Black- bac ked (Larus marinus) 

Herring Gull. (Larus argentatus) 

Arctic Tern. (Sterna 

Harlequin Duck histrionicus) 

Northern Eider. (Somateria mollissima borealis) 

Northern Phalarope ; ( Lobipe s lobatus 

Horned Lark. alpestris) 

American Pipit (Anthus rubescens). 


The details the nine recoveries received date follow: 

Razor-billed Auk No. 560330, banded the Gannet Islands, 
Labrador, August 19th, when about week old, was killed White 
Bay, French Shore, Newfoundland, October 20, 1928. 

Razor-billed Auk No. 560340, banded the Gannet Islands near 
Gready, Labrador, when about ten days old August 19th, was 
killed Forteau, Labrador, the 26th October, 1928. 

Brunnich’s Murre No. 560153, banded August the Gannet 
Islands, Labrador, when about three days old was shot Twillingate, 
Newfoundland, November 10, 1928. 

Black Guillemot No. 365661, banded Collingham Island, near 
Gready, Labrador, August 20th, young, ready leave the nest, 
was shot Indian Harbor, Labrador, the 12th October, 1928. 

Black Guillemot No. 560258, banded unnamed double island 
miles southeast (magnetic) Harbor, Labrador, August 
9th, about ten days old, was shot Godbout, Quebec, the 12th 
November, 1928. 

Black Guillemot No. 560261, banded unnamed double island 
miles southeast (magnetic) Ford’s Harbor, Labrador, August 
9th, about ten days old, was shot Godbout, Quebec, November 15, 
1928. 

Black Guillemot No. 560117, banded Nunarsuk Island, 
nestling about ten days old, was shot Twillingate,New- 
foundland, November 15, 1928. 

Great Black-backed Gull No. 560291, banded August 10th the 
northern island the Islands, Labrador, about three weeks 
old and ready fly, was shot November 10, 1928, Port aux 
Basques, Newfoundland. 

Arctic Tern No. 548138, banded July 23d the Red Islands, 
Turnevik Bay, Labrador, when not over ten days old, was picked 
dead the beach Margate, fifteen miles southwest Port Shep- 
stone, Natal, South Africa, November 14, 1928, Wackrill. 

The last recovery, that Arctic Tern No. 548138, beyond doubt the 
longest flight record for any individual bird. The shortest possible 
distance could have travelled between its loci banding and recovery 
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miles, and 9,000 miles conservative estimate considering the 
route the species must follow and the daily wanderings from the path 
search food. Though the bird was about week old when banded 
July believe left the breeding grounds earlier than the middle 
August. When visited the rookery way south August 14th, there 
saw countless the vicinity bearing bands had placed them 
during previous visit. The bird was found dead the beach 
Margate, and there way telling how long had been that vicinity 
before its recovery. any rate, made journey miles less 
than days, thus averaging over 100 miles per day. 

This the second bird from the same rookery known have crossed the 
Atlantic, the first, banded July 22, 1927, having been picked near Roch- 
elle, France, October 1927. commented this first recovery 
and the migration evidences (see Bulletin the Northeastern Bird- 
Banding Association, Vol. No. 1928, pp. 121-125). The second 
recovery substantiates the first, besides ablishing the fact that 
migration the Tern crosses the instead paralleling our 
shores southward, throws additional light the least-known phase the 
problem— the distribution the species during the northern winter. 
only hope for more banding and more recoveries gradually straighten 
out the rest the Martin 


Outwitting Saw-whet the 28th March, 1928, Saw- 
whet Owl acadica) was seen broad upon the 
ground wood path near our banding station Cohasset, Massachu- 
setts. When approached, flew short distance and lit small cedar. 
was secured and lively chase followed. 
get near the owl without flushing it, and after many unsuccessful 
efforts stationed discreet distance directly front the tree 
where had lit, then kept its attention fixed moving slowly 
about and stepping some dried the mean time Frank Jason 
erept very quietly behind the owl and clapped the butterfly-net over 
before became aware his approach. The bird now wears band No. 
John B. Mav before it was released See cover picture of this Bulletin.) 
Its weight was ninety-six Westbourne 
Terrace, Brookline, Massachusetts. 


Some Unusual Banding the request the editor, Miss 
Cora Teot, who operates banding station New Haven, Connecticut, and 
who has been unusually successful banding Blue Jays, has sent 
the interesting information covering part her operations 
during 

Miss success trapping Blue Jays and their behavior when near 
traps much from own that was moved ask her regarding 
the conditions these, she writes that her station not 
far from the Yale woods and within less than block the old 
Marvel” place, region many small and large coniferous trees much 
favored this species nesting-time. all, twenty-two Blue Jays 
were banded, two adults and twenty immature birds, from July 19th 
September inclusive. September 9th two immature birds were 
taken together, and the 10th three more, two adults and one immature, 


were trapped together. The food used was bread, cake crumbs, pie crust, 
raisins, and bird seems probable that large part her success 
due trapping region frequented the species nesting-time, and 
immediately afterwards when the parents are moving about with their 
unsophisticated offspring. 

The following table gives the number, banding dates, and type trap 
used capturing six Golden-crowned (Regulus satrapa), two 
Ruby-crowned calendula), three Winter Wrens 
nus hiemalis), and one Orange-crowned Warbler celata): 


Band Banding Trap 
No. Specie s Sex Dat Used 

B20873 Winter Wren Adult Oct. 
(repeated Nov. 27) 
B20883 Immature Nov. trap 


All but one the were taken open-top trap which 
water was placed, the water doubtless attracting them. This trap was 
placed Russian Olive Bush, Oleaster, 
which even late December 6th harbored many aphides. These 
aphides were the great attraction for the and the above date 
three golden-crowns were seen feeding one time. occasions the bush 
harbored many six made both species. 

The Winter Wrens were captured the same open-top trap, the bait 
being water. remained about the station over two weeks, shown 

Hen Pheasant with mong the pheasants gathering 
daily one feeding stations noticed late October, 1928, female 
that seemed not only unusually tame, but inclined sleep during the day. 
Sometimes the head was tucked under the wing, but more often she stood 
with eves closed until almost reached with little caution 
managed the bird hands, and found the leg green band, 
No. designating bird from the State Farm Sandwich. 
reporting this Mr. requested that confine the bird hopes 
determining what was the trouble. records showed that this 
pheasant had been released June, 1927, Mr. Mustard, Wellesley 
Hills, about half mile from the Bird Sanctuary. confinement the bird 
ate normally and showed fear rooster that shared the covered pen 
with her. the fourth day the bird was found dead, and the body was 
sent the Harvard Medical School, where Dr. Thieler autopsied the case 
and gave the diagnosis chronic tuberculosis. connection with the 
article the October, 1928, issue our Bulletin with Tuber- 
Sanctuary, Babson Institute, Babson Park, Massachusetts. 


‘An additional Golden-crowned Knight, No. B69754, an adult male, was banded Decem- 
ber 16, 192s. 
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Additional Purple Finch Returning rom time time 
this Bulletin there has appeared the known history the form returns 
the 1923 banding the Purple Finch Mrs. banding 
station Peterboro, New Hampshire, namely one hundred and sixty-six 
birds. following table contains the statistical data already published 
plus that obtained during 1928 the December, together with 
the known history the Purple Finches banded 1924: 

Year of No. 


7 (1927) 70.00 2 (1928) 28.57 


Returns-4 
(1928) 23.59 

The number returns the 166 birds banded 1923 has diminished 
1926 (returns-3), 4.21% 1927 (returns-4), and 1.20% 
1928 (returns-5). other words, the 1923 bandings Purple 
have practically reached the vanishing point far the records 
high percentage each returns the following vear, which 
were 58.82 1926, 70.00 1927, took sudden drop 
1928 28.57 percent. 

these returning ratios measured the approximate average survival 
ratios, time witnessed the loss per cent the original one 
hundred and sixty-six Purple Finches various ages banded 1923, and 
two time the loss 89.76 per cent. The above data, far 
can relied upon, supports preliminary estimate that the average 
age the Purple Finch about two vears. (See this Bulletin, Vol. 1V, 1928, 
pp 132-136.) 

The table above contains parallel history 241 Purple Finches banded 
the same station 1924, table shows important devia- 
tions from the history the birds and indicates that single series 
records this sort can depended upon, least the case Purple 
Finches, furnish accurate history bandings the end 
time, but agrees with the history the 1923 birds that the 
close the third vear after banding there were apparently very few birds 
alive. Peterboro, New Hampshire. 


Chipping Sparrow Recovered South Carolina.—Miss 
Meleney reports that Chipping Sparrow, No. 94049, banded her 
Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts, July 1925, was killed Hardy Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, February 1928. this sort (northern- 
captured their wintering-grounds), taken conjune- 
tion with returns species banded their wintering-grounds are prime 
importance helping solve the problem: the distribution migratory 
species its wintering-ground purely haphazard one, governed 
some law such the suggested one that northern-nesting members 
species occupy the southern portion the species’ wintering-area, and that 
the southern-nesting members species occupy the northern portion 
the species’ wintering-area? 

The process determining the facts the case bound slow one, 
but with many banders widely distributed answer will 


In addition to the sixty-seven returns-1 in 1925, there were seven 1924 birds which 
927 


returned for the first time in 1926 and four more in 1927, making a total of seventy-eight 
birds out of two hundred and forty-one which survived at least a vear. 
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BIRDHOUSES 


Size No. for Bluebirds, Tree Swallows 
and Woodpeckers 
$1.00 each, for $5.40 


Size No. for Wrens and Chickadees, 
$1.00 each, for $5.40 


Size No. Special Trap House for Bird 
Banders. Roof front easily and 
quickly opened. $1.50 each 

Reduction for six more 


Wooden Suet Box, wire front, cents 


Wire Suet Box cents 


BOOKS 


Old and rare, out-of-print books and 
pamphlets, bird magazines all publi- 
cations, complete, volumes sepa- 
numbers. Mail orders only. 


BOSTON BIRD BOOK CO. 


162 Boylston Street Boston 


FEED WILD BIRDS 


QUALITY MIXTURE 
CHOICE 
BIRD SEED 


Blended according the recommenda- 
tions the Northeastern Bird-Banding 
Association for small and large birds. 
plump, recleaned Chick Feed,Sunflower, 
Millet, Hemp and Canary. 


Postage Extra 


Ibs. $3.25 


PERRY SEED CO. 


New England’s Leading Seed Store 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


small girl said were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 


| drop.” 
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The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
tive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 
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THE LURVEY TRAP CAGE 
FOR BIRD-BANDERS 


Horizontal and 
vertical doors, 
tripped 
balanced feed tray, 


operating together 


Trap Cages any size 
made order. 


Regular sizes alwayson 
hand. 

Canary Breeding, Flight 
and Shelf Cages, all 


sizes. 


Other Cages made 
order. 


Write LURVEY for prices 
258 Broadway, Somerville, Mass. 


Phone Somerset 


Packard Special Mixture Bird Food 


TRY AND YOU WILL CONVINCED THAT 


Ibs. $2.00 $6.00 


Postage extra express collect 


People who have used for years say: Nothing else like 
nothing else good.” the best. 


Write for free catalogue 
EVERYTHING FOR WILD BIRDS 


WINTHROP PACKARD, 1452 Washington Street, Canton, Mass. 
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NOTICE BIRD-BANDERS 


you wish band Flickers, Blue- 
birds, Tree Swallows, Chickadees and Wrens this season, you 
need nesting-box trap. 


Made White 
Pine Stock 


Good 


the Best 


STAINED 
GREEN 


EASY 
OPERATE 


THE BIRDS Usk THEM 


They have inner door hard-ware cloth which prevents 
birds escaping. The metal shutter also rodent protector, 
which will not close accident, vet stays closed when bird 
taken. 

Order No. with order 

Size and Swallows; Flyeatchers; 

2—Chickadees and Wrens; 

Price $1.25 delivered first four zones; other zones 
same others. 

Higgins’ and combination. two-in-one trap. 
One end, the No. The other end, 
No. “Twodoor” pull traps for the price one. 

Two-or three-mesh $5.75 
Five-mesh wire 6.00 

All traps smoothly finished, sharp corners injure the 

nicely painted, loam color. 


Suet-holders—30 cents each—6 more cents each. 
Circular free 
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